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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claim 8 (the second claim 8) has been renumbered 9. 

Misnumbered claim 9 has been renumbered 10. 

Misnumbered claim 10 has been renumbered 11. 

Misnumbered claim 11 has been renumbered 12. 

Misnumbered claim 12 has been renumbered 13. 

Misnumbered claim 13 has been renumbered 14. 

Misnumbered claim 14 has been renumbered 15. 



Claims 12 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
As to claim 12, there are no transitional words to mark where the 
preamble ends and where the body of the claim starts, and the Examiner don't 
know whether it is an open system or a closed system by reading the claim. The 
Examiner believes this claim may be a dependant of other independent claims 
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because there is nothing novel about this clainn, which basically is about 
providing a password to get into a systenn. 

As to claim 13, "wherein a the" is improper. It should be "wherein said 
password" instead of the improper form. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ruffen et al (RFC 2643 "Cabletron's SecureFast VLAN Operational Model Version 1.8"), 
hereinafter referred to as RFC2643. 

Claim(s) 1 , 4: RFC2643 teaches a distributive system for establishing and controlling 
communication service to individual users in a multiple occupant facility, comprising: 

(a) a computer (pages 8-10, section 2.2; wherein the computer is the VLAN 
switch that is administered by the LAN administrator) 

(b) a connection from a communication service provider to the computer so as to 
provide external communication from a plurality of sources (page 8-10; section 
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2.2; wherein the connection is provided by a communication service provider that 
provides VPN); 

(c) a plurality of communication devices connected to the computer (pages 8-10, 
section 2.2; wherein the endstations are communication devices); and 

(d) whereas the computer is programmed to be able to provide selected 
communication service utilities to individual ones of the connected 
communication devices (page 10, section 2.2.3; wherein the switch can be 
programmed to select any port to be a member of a VLAN group), and wherein 
communications devices are arranged in groups such that administrative 
functions performed by an administrator affect only communications devices 
within the group (page 6, Virtual LAN (VLAN) identifier; wherein the logical 
grouping of ports are only affect communications devices within the group). 

Claims 1-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hunter et al (US Patent 4,764,919). 

Claim(s) 1 , 4, 8: Hunter teaches a distributive system for establishing and controlling 
communication service to individual users in a multiple occupant facility, comprising: 

(a) a computer (FIG. 1, ref. 10; wherein the switching system is the computer); 

(b) a connection from a communication service provider to the computer so as to 
provide external communication from a plurality of sources (col. 1, lines 30-40; 
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wherein the central office is the communication service provider attaching to the 
switching system allowing outside access); 

(c) a plurality of comnriunication devices connected to the computer (FIG. 1, ref. 
1056, 1055, 1006, 1005); and 

(d) whereas the computer is programmed to be able to provide selected 
communication service utilities to individual ones of the connected 
communication devices, and wherein communications devices are arranged in 
groups such that administrative functions performed by an administrator affect 
only communications devices within the group (col. 2, lines 10-25). 



Claim(s) 2: Hunter teaches the distributive communication system of claim 1, wherein 
the communication devices are individual telephone extensions (Abstract; 
wherein the virtual PBX are providing the telephone extensions within a group). 

Claim(s) 3: Hunter teaches the distributive communication system of claim 1 , wherein 
the communication devices are exist in occupant groups that occupy separate 
facilities within the multiple occupant facility (col. 2, lines 15-23; wherein the 
customer groups are served by an on-premises switch). 

Claim(s) 5: Hunter teaches the method of claim 4, further comprising 
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modifying communication services to the individual communication devices (col. 
2, lines 15-17; wherein with a high degree of customer control and flexibility, a 
customer administrator can modify communication services to end users). 

Claim(s) 7: Hunter teaches the method of claim 4, further comprising the step of 
deactivating selected communication services from selected of the 
communication devices for which the selected communication services had been 
established (col. 19, lines 60-65). 

Claim(s) 9: Hunter teaches the apparatus of claim 8, wherein 

the telecommunications parameters includes a parameter that determines 
whether calls between equipment may be made through an outside 
communications company or internal to said apparatus (Abstract; by nature of a 
PBX system, internal calls are made by dialing extensions and outside calls are 
dialed with a '9' + phone number to get to the central office). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hunter in view of Wilson et al (US PGPub 2002/0009078). 

Claim(s) 10, 11: Hunter teaches the apparatus of claim 8, and suggests billing the 
stations in each group (col. 20, lines 28-30), but fails to explicitly state 

a software which bills users of said apparatus based at least in part upon square 
footage leased within a building and/or in part on a number of customer 
equipment ports associated with said apparatus. 

Wilson, in an analogous art, teaches billing based on the room from which the 
client registers when using port identification and other factors (paragraph 
[0342]). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Hunter's virtual PBX apparatus for establishing and 
controlling communication services such as billing with Wilson's billing system for 
billing clients based on customer room from which the client registers when using 
port identification, for the advantage of facilitating billing clients by applying 
policies with discounts and others (paragraph [0308-344] Wilson). 

Claims 6 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hunter in view of Ju (US Patent 5,261 ,061 ). 

Claim(s) 6, 1 2, 1 3, 1 4, 1 5: Hunter teaches the method of claim 4, fail to teach the step 
of 
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requiring a password to access the connputer for establishing and modifying the 
communication services. 

Ju, in an analogous art, teaches providing a log ID and a password to log into a 
system that allows an operator to perform the Maintenance and Administration 
command of the PBX (col. 5, lines 58-64). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine Hunter's method for 
establishing and controlling communication services with a virtual PBX with Ju's 
method of maintaining and administering remotely a switchboard with a computer 
that requires password to access, for the advantage of facilitating the control of a 
computer without having physically being there (col. 1 , lines 45-60 Ju). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tan Lien whose telephone number is (571) 272-3883. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30am to 6pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached at (571 ) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 305-3718. 
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Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [tan.lien@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 
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